


























































Berner Agneta    Labour Market Division, City of Stockholm

Betnér Roland    Region Östergötland

Bhabra Pria     Commissioning Officer (Migrant Access), Migration Partnership,   
     Leeds City Council

     ”I am hoping to use this platform to network and build relations with 
     European cities to work collectively on integration through sharing positive 
     practice and exchanging case studies.

Bianchelli Consuelo   Associazione Trama di Terre

     ”My main expectation from the conference is to increase knowledge regarding 
     best practices for welcoming refugees. In particular I would like to share 
     instruments and experiences on the field of cooperations among municipal 
     authorities, civil society organizations and self-organizations of refugees.

Björde Ann-Sofie (Fia)   Second Chance School, Municipality of Norrköping

Bond Sanna    County Administrative Board of Östergötland

Boyer Elin     Knivsta Municipality

Brodén Gyberg Veronica  Linköping University

Budathoki Aakash   Red Cross Forshaga

Caponio Tiziana   University of Turin

Dadnahal Sara    Arena idé 

Dahl Maja    Head of communications at Arena Idé 

     ”I hope that the conference will be an opportunity for us who wants to find 
     new and smart ways to welcome refugees to meet and share experiences with 
     each other. As a person who works with communication, I love to meet others 
     who found a way to explain different aspects of the refugee issue to the public.

Dahlerup Drude   University of Stockholm

Dahlstedt Magnus    Linköping university 

De Lange Tesseltje   University of Amsterdam / ACVZ

Delac Johanna   Swedish Migration Agency

Dogan Mazlum   Integration coordinator, Strategy and Project coordination, 
     Administration of Labour market and integration, Municipality 
     of Filipstad

Donner Lena    International Rescue Committee

Duce Patrick    Homeless Link

Edström Kenneth   Housing Coordination Unit, Municipality of Norrköping

Ekermo Tagesson Anna   Integration Development Manager, County Administrative Board 
     of Östergötland



Engblom Rikard    Ph D candidate in Ethnology at Uppsala University

     ”I am studying the situation of refugees living in asylum accommodations at the  
     Swedish countryside. What is it like to be a refugee living in a small rural village?
     What is the reactions from the local people? What strategies do politicians have for 
     creating a decent situation? During this conference I would like to discuss these 
     questions further.

Eriksson Tove    Municipality of Österåker 

     ”I work as a projectleader for an Integrationproject called VIDA. The aim is to 
     find new ways of cooperation in the integration process between civil society, the 
     local administration and the Employment Office. All kinds of new ways of solving 
     old problems is of interest.

Eskola Eeva-Liisa   Information Studies, Åbo Akademi University, Finland    

     ”I would like to discuss the role and importance of information in refugees’ 

     and asylum seekers’ lives and learn about the ongoing research in the subject area.

Essy-Ehsing Östblom Maria  Refugee Administration Coordinator, Municipality of Norrköping  

     ”I am looking forward to meet other municipalities that share the same 
     challenges, yet the same positive attitude towards welcoming refugees, as 
     Norrköping in order to discuss experiences and best-practices. I am part of   
     the team behind the conference Welcoming Refugees – Local European Experiences.

Farahani Fataneh    Stockholm University

Fendrychová Alena   The Church of Sweden

Ferreira De Freitas Fernanda  Women’s WorldWide Web (W4)

Flaata Sigrid    Senior Adviser, National Council of the Evangelical Lutheran 
     Church of Norway, section of diakoni and social issues   

     ”My main expectations for the conference is to network with other participants 
     working in this field, to gain knowledge and ideas about how to work well 
     welcoming newly arrived refugees into our cities and municipalities and providing  
     good opportunities for them to live and work. I also hope to learn about how   
     Sweden is REALLY coping with this issue, as we get the impression though media in  
     Norway that Sweden is not coping well and that the situation is out of hand. Our  
     politicians are warning Norwegians against «Swedish conditions». I also hope to  
     know more about how Germany is coping. Norway has currently the most restrictive  
     politic in Europe towards refugees and immigrants at the moment, and some of our  
     politicians are spreading an attitude of suspicion. I would like to discuss how we as  
     NGOs can work effectively with this in the press, the society, in our congregations  
     and with our politicians.  In Norway the faith communities are often forgotten when  
     NGOs meet with the communities to discuss refugee issues. What is the experience  
     in other  European countries? What is the experience of the Swedish church? I would  
     like to discuss enhancing faith communities of the major religions as natural collabo- 
     rators with secular organisations in this work. I would also like to learn about how 
     Sweden, Denmark and Germany is handling the situation with refugees with no 
     identification papers who are rejected by the country they are supposed to return to,  
     many of them currently living undercover.

Fogelström Muslijevic Michael  Municipality of Finspång



Forsberg Carin   ABF (The Workers’ Educational Association)

Fransson Margareta   Region Östergötland

Franzén Fredrik    Second Chance School, Municipality of Norrköping

Fridborg Anders   Municipality of Uppsala 

Frölander Jim    Integration Coordinator, Strategy and project coordination, Administration  
     of Labour market and integration, Municipality of Filipstad

     ”Around 20% of the inhabitants of Filipstad are newly arrived immigrants. 

     We search for cooperation and development partners in order to find sustainable 

     solutions in the integration work.

Godoy Karina    The Public Health Agency of Sweden

Granstrand Anna-klara  Municipality of Skellefteå 

Grelsson Carolina   Program Officer Migration and Integration, Church of Sweden

Gustafsson Jenny   Part of the organizing committee for this conference, Analyst at the Office 
     of the Municipal Executive Board, Municipality of Norrköping

Gärdegård Anna   Nordic Welfare Centre

Hagerman Frans   Linköping University

Hamaili Djamal   Integration Unit, Municipality of Valdemarsvik

Hans Hedemann Janus  City of Aarhus, Denmark

Hansen Merete Mihle  Refugee Health Team, Municipality of Trondheim

Hedberg Åsa    County Administrative Board

Hedlin Annette   Huddinge Municipality

Hedlund Susanne   Refugee Coordinator, Botkyrka Municipality

Heikkikä Annika   Folkhälsans förbund

Hellqvist Kristina    Church of Sweden

Herun Viktoriya   The Municipality of Lublin City

Hjelm Katarina   Linköping University ISV

Holstein Jane    PhD student regarding cultural competence within the Occupational 
     Therapy area, Department of Social and Welfare studies, Linköping University

     ”My expectations of the conference: to learn more about ethnicity and meet others  

     who have much experience in the field.

Hooi Mavis    Linköping University

Hort Sven    Linnaeus University

Horvat Hargita   MA student Ethnic and migration studies, Linköping University



Höglund Pär    Chief Administrative Officer, Municipality of Norrköping

Isaxon Kerstin   Advisory Manager, Sexuality Education, RFSU (Swedish Association for 
     Sexuality Education)

     ”My main expectations for the conference are that we will discuss possible 

     cooperation between public, private and civil society actors for creating better 

     welcoming-services for refugees that identify and accommodate individual needs 

     and rights, and that can also aim to make the welcoming-services more equal, 

     regardless of where one is located. I also hope that discussions during the 

     conference will take into considerations the importance of SRHR, including 

     sexuality education, and that suggestions and examples are conducted with gender,  

     sexuality, disabilities, economic status and racist discrimination in mind. Another  

     hope is to identify and make contact with actors in Sweden who would be interested  

     in being part of a national RFSU network for sexuality education for young newcomers.

Iusupova Guzel   Linkoping University, REMESO

Jakobsson Liza   Arena Idé

Jankes Andreas   Kirkkonummen kunta

Jansson Camilla   Swedish Employment Office

Jin Yulin    Linköping University, EMS

Johannesson Livia   University of Stockholm

Johansson Milovanovic Anna Municipality Strategist, Katrineholm Municipality

Jonsson Stefan   Linköping University

Jørgensen Martin Bak  Aalborg University

Kairamo Aino-Marja   City of Espoo, Immigration Services

     ”I am interested in developing the municipal reception services for the new 
     refugee residents and finding ways to facilitate the beginning of the integration 
     process. In addition to the many interesting lectures I am eager to learn about the 
     One Stop Shop. Also questions related to social work and after care services of 
     unaccompanied minors are among my special Interests so I am looking forward to  

     the discussions in the workshop of unaccompanied minors.

Kanizsai-Nagy Dóra    Reformed Church in Hungary

Karlsson Jeanette   Municipality of Tanum

Kashnitsky Daniel   Higher School of Economics

Koch Marion   Assistant to the Mayor, City of Esslingen

     ”I am especially looking forward to exchange in the area of innovative and cost 
     efficient housing and accommodation opportunities for refugees. Further I am 
     interested in practical experiences when it comes to integrating refugees in the 

     employment market and how to facilitate first steps in this area.



Kool Inge     Tartu City Government

Kree Sirje   Tartu City Government

Kuikka Meeri   City of Helsinki

Laatikainen Pirjo   Folkhälsans förbund

Larsson Jennie K   Swedish Employment Office

Larsson Carin   Etablering Södertörn

Ledal Vigdis   Refugee Health Team, Municipality of Trondheim

Legeby Matilda   Förnyelselabbet, Swedish Association of Local 
   Authorities and Regions (SKL)

Legrain Philippe   OPEN

Lehtonen Ulla   City of Helsinki

Leppämäki Henna   City of Espoo, Immigration Services

Likic Brboric Branka   REMESO, Linköping University

Littmarck Björn   Municipality of Nyköping

Löfgren Susanna   Diocese of Linköpings, Church of Sweden

Madadi Mahboba   Chairmain of Unaccompanied association 
   (Ensamkommandes förbund) Malmö

     ”We are working for children and young people so it is very important for us to
     be in the conference and to exchange thinking and ideas and learn new ways how 
     we can help these children and young. The important question is how we can help  

     those newly arrived to come in the society and feel safe.

Maliqi Driton   Legis

Malmström Louise   Mayor, Municipality of Norrköping

Martuscelli Patrícia Nabuco   PhD Candidate in Political Science at the University of São Paulo (USP)  
   and Volunteer in Missão Paz, Brazil

   ”I expect that the conference will approach the issue of welcoming and 
     integrating refugees and asylum seekers in Europe from a critical point of view. 
     I also expect to learn more from the European experience including the workshops 
     and in loco visits. I have been researching the thematic of asylum in Brazil since 
     2011 with special focus on the situation of refugee and asylum seeker children. The 
     mais thematics I hope to discuss are global governance of migration and asylum, the 
     situation of unaccompanied children, family reunion as a protective measure; the 
     protection culture and the Brazilian experience of receiving refugees and asylum 

     seekers to compare with the European model.

Matkala Nylander Emelie   Municipality of Knivsta 

Mc Conell Claudio   Region Västra Götaland

McPherson Mark   Homeless Link



Mehho Jasminé   RFSL (The Swedish Federation for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,  
   Transgender and Queer Rights)

Meyer Sara   Norrköping Municipality

     ”I work with international relations concerning Norrköping Municipality. If you 
     would like to get in contact with someone within our organization, to do some 
     kind of exchange between our cities or between you as colleagues. Do not hesitate 

     to contact me. I am here to network and put people together.

Mkdad Rudeina   Linköping University

Moberg Anna-Birgitte   Integration Coordination Manager, Municipality of Mjölby 

     ”What I want to discuss with other participants is housing and how we integrate 

     refugees in the Sweden community preventing polarization.

Mossberg-Maghsoudi Rose-Marie Primary Health Care, Cityhälsan Söder

Neergaard Anders   Linköping University

Neudorfer Camilla   Regional Association of Sörmland

Nielsen Asbjørn   REMESO, Linköping University

Nyrhinen Marja   Head Coordinator of Immigrant Issues, Mayors’ Office, City of Tampere

     ”I am looking for the local perspective and solutions in order to get new ideas to 
     our integration work in Tampere. I am also interested in employment and business 
     solutions for migrants. Looking for good conversations and maybe project partners 
     in these areas. I also want to hear, how Sweden is coping with the issue of 
     undocumented migrants.

Odinets Eduard   Estonian Ministry of Culture

Olsson Mona    Municipality of Norrköping

Opacak Maja   Linnaeus University

Osei Akwasi   Linnaeus University

Oyewole Apostle Adejare    Cherubim & Seraphim Council of Churches UK & Europe Chapter

     ”In difficult and challenging times like that we are currently experiencing in 
     Europe, liberal minded people and Churches need skilled people and experts 
     to work together to defend humanity and help build a better, fairer and 
     more equal society. The promotion of equality that goes into the hearts and 
     minds of our communities requires a collective effort. Collaborative working and  
     information sharing can minimise the effect of most European governments’ 
     aims of  creating a hostile environment for immigrants and refugees through their  
     discriminatory immigration policies. I’m hoping to exchange knowledge with other 
     participants and gain new insights in response to the current challenges. The   
     brotherhood of man transcends the sovereignty of a nation. The Church of Sweden  
     and CCME are organisations that I respect highly and I have admiration for their  
     fierce and passionate work to improve the life of refugees. I am therefore looking  
     forward to hearing inspiring and invigorating contributions from all guest speakers  
     which I believe will increase my knowledge of working with refugees in the area of  
     welcoming and integration into our communities. The world belongs to us all – a  
     more equal society works better for everyone.



Pelling Lisa    Chief Analyst at Arena Idé

     ”I look forward to being inspired! There are amazing things being carried out in  
     local communities across Europe, and I can’t wait to meet the every day heroes,   
     activists and expert that make them possible, giving hope to refugees and 
     to the societies that welcome them. Fear, mistrust and xenophobia are on the rise, 

     so hope is more important than ever.

Phiri Pia Prytz    UNHCR

Pippuri Terhi   City of Espoo

Prans Sofia   Region Östergötland

Pöllänen Timo   Municipality of Norrköping, Socialförvaltningen

Raab Markus   Mayor, City of Esslingen

     ”I am generally interested in the expectations, hopes and worries communities 
     and their inhabitants have when it comes to integrating refugees. As kindergarten  
     and schooling are the first important steps for the sustainable integration of refugees,  
     I am further interested in practical exchange of experience with other communities 

      in this area.

Risoli M.Cristina   Italy Manager for Public Sector, PricewaterhouseCoopers Advisory

     ”I am the contact person for Migration subject with particular regards on services  
     and innovative solutions to improve social inclusion, education, employment and 
     accommodation of refugees, other people with subsidiary protection and unaccom 
     panied minors at local and national levels. 
   During the Conference I hope to have the opportunity to examine in depth other  
   European models on topics, Sweden first of all, understand which tools, methods  
   and solutions are  implemented  in other European countries, know best practices  
   and experiences recorded by other participants, set up partnerships and networking  
   to promote twinning projects between local public administrations finalized to 
   define a European system for refugees, find potential  partners for participation of 
    opportunities at European level (for instance, call for proposals in EaSi Programme,  
   H2020, etc.).
   Indeed I think it could be very interesting to set up a Community of practice to  

   continue discussion on the topics and exchange our practical experiences on field.

Rosbring Annika   City of Stockholm

Ruokolainen Hilda   Åbo Akademi University

     ”My PhD research in information studies is about the information behaviour of  
     Iraqi asylum seekers arriving to Finland. In Welcoming Refugees conference, I’m 
      interested in hearing and discussing the overall situation of refugees in Europe to  
     get background information for my thesis. More specifically, I’m interested in the  
     (information) needs of refugees and asylum seekers and in the services provided to  
     meet these needs. How have these services been created and how are they developed?  
     How do the refugees get information about them? I’m interested in hearing practical  

     experiences of those working closely with refugees.



Rydhagen Birgitta   City Councillor, Municipality of Linköping

     ”In my role, it is important to find new ways to address all aspects from housing  
     to work, studies and social life. In particular, our municipality has decided to move  
     forward when it comes to agreements with civil society organisations. Most of all,  
     the issue addressed by e.g.  Philippe Legrain, ‘we need the refugees’ is what we need  

     to explore and explain to ourselves and our citizens over and over again.

Safarli Rufat   UNHCR Northern Europe

Schierup Carl-Ulrik   REMESO, Linköping University

Schulstad Mattias   The Swedish Trade Union Confederation

Sedova Irina   AVN, Municipality of Norrköping

Seidlitz Madelaine   Amnesty International

Silfverstolpe Amelie   Axfoundation

Skaik Hammam   Linköping University

Sköld Mia   Municipality of Norrköping

Soininen Tuija   Uusimaa Employment and Economic Development Office

Stjernkvist Lars    Municipality of Norrköping

Stöber Niels   Project Coordinator, Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung Nordic Countries

     ”I hope to gain insights and look forward discussions on how municipalities not  
     only manage to realize reception and integration of newly arrived but if these 
     policies are or how they could be linked to policies for more equality in labour 

     markets, education, housing and welfare services in general.

Sultanova Marjam   Board of Education, Municipality of Norrköping

Sundbäck Liselott   Integration Coordinator, Association of Finnish Local   
   and Regional Authorities

     ”I As I work with creating Swedish (second national language) integration   
     pathways in Finland I am particularly interested in integration in a minority 
     language. Other areas of interest are municipalities role when it comes to 

     undocumented migrants.

Suokonautio Jaana   Head of Immigration, Centre for Economic development, 
   Transport and Environment for Uusimaa, Finland

     ”I hope to get more understanding about the process we all have recently 
     when a lot of asylum seekers came to our countries.  I work with municipalities 
     and negotiate with policy makers trying to get places, housing and services for 
     newcomers. We are also responsible for integration courses to newcomers, so we try  
     to find a good balance between the price and quality of that education.  I hope to  
     get more information about the experiences and challenges of other countries, 
     especially Sweden, because your numbers are always so much bigger than we have 

     in Finland.



Svensk Merja    City of Helsinki

Svensson Jessica   Board of Education, Municipality of Norrköping

Tagliabue Claudia   PhD Student in Sociology, Catholic University of Milan

     ”During this conference I want to create relationships and share knowledge about 
     welcoming refugees, also in particular local experience in Europe. I’m very interested  
     in the participation of civil society in the welcoming process, deepening what 
     happens during daily coexistence. For this reason in my PHD I’m carrying out a  
     research about hosting refugees in private home, in a path of coexistence and 
     cohabitation, and I’m studying in deep the form of relationship that emerge after  
     this experience. Is that a walkable option about welcoming refugees? How can it be  
     implemented and improved? I think that this conference is a very good opportunity  

     to take time to reflect, hear voices and experiences, meet people.

Tamas Kristof   Delmi

Tarenius Helen   Municipality of Nässjö 

Teiss Kristiina   City of Tampere

Teweldebrhan Ephrem    EIRR

Thor Emma   Assistant Project Leader, Integration Halland

     ”Expectations of this conference is to meet others that work with the same goal  
     and target group, please read below. To listen to great ideas on how to help newly  
     arrived come closer to labor market and how to use civil society as a resource in   
     collaboration with public sector. And hopefully create new connections for further  

     contacts within this important questions.

Thott Ljung Pernilla   Municipality of Norrköping

Treijner Alina   County Administrative Board of Södermanland

Tshabalala Xolani   PhD Candidate, REMESO, Linköping University

     ”I am from Africa Solidarity Network, a local organization. I am interested in  
     refugee integration, integration policies, & migrant self-organization. I will visit  
     workshops 3, 5 & 6 to follow these issues. Visits to The Portal & The One Stop  

     Shop will help me network with people of similar interests.”

Tshibanda Pascal   University of Bedfordshire

Törnqvist Felix   Huddinge Municipality

Waldemarson Hanna   Primary Health Care, Cityhälsan Söder

Waldenström Louise   Swedish Migration Agency

Walther Susanna   The Catholic Diocese of Stockholm

     ”My main expectations for the conference: to get new experiences about 
     issues - integration and how to collaborate with municipalities to find best solutions.  
     I would  like to discuss new ideas and good examples.



Van Lunteren Sara   Municipality of Lund

Wenehult Eva   Church of Sweden

Wernesjö Ulrika   Linköping University, ISV

Von Beckerath Anna   City of Stockholm, Socialförvaltningen

Von Eckardstein Tora   Postgraduate student of International and European Relations, Intern 
     at the Municipal Executive Office, Municipality of Norrköping, and part  
     of the team behind the conference Welcoming Refugees – Local 
     European Experiences

Von Uexküll Caroline   Operations Manager, Swedish with baby

     ”I want to learn more about how civil society and local governments/the State can 
     cooperate regarding social inclusion. I also hope that the conference will give me an 

     opportunity to establish new contacts with potential partners.”

Yantseva Victoria   PhD student in sociology, Linnaeus University

Zamani Shora   Municipality of Norrköpings 

Öhrt Weronica   Municipality of Uppsala 


